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Living Beyond Lack

By: Jim Richards

The Psalmist boldly declared, The Lord
is my shepherd, I shall not lack! Centuries
before Jesus said, I have come to give them
life to its fullest, (John 10:10) the Psalmist
declared that following God should always
lead us away from lack. God is the God of
more than enough not the God of lack!
When one sets his sights on following God
he, by default, turns his back on that which
creates lack.

Lack is a diabolical tool used by the en-
emy since the Garden. It was, in fact, the
false sense of lack that finally caused
Adam and Eve to succumb to the devil’s
plot. Only after they believed that they
were not already like God could they be
manipulated to pursue what they had come
to believe would make them like God. All
lack has its roots in our identity, i.e., who
we think and feel we are in relation to
God! If our sense of self is not one of
wholeness, love, and acceptance, we will,
from that feeling of lack, make decisions
that take us into other areas of lack.

After creating a false sense of identity,
all other sense of lack then continues the
same course, the refusal to believe God’s
reality, and thereby takes destructive steps
to reconcile the problem. Lack starts by
believing a lie and is sustained by pursuing
the wrong solution. Those wrong solutions
always lead us in our own understanding!
They cause us to trust in our own devices
while abandoning the wisdom of God!
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And
lean not on your own understanding; In all
your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall
direct your paths. (Prov. 3:5-6, NKJV)

When we turn our face to follow God we
will be led in paths of righteousness as
opposed to lack! But what is righteous-
ness? The word righteousness, in fact, very
often means as it should be. It could even
be translated as normal! God’s normal, His
reality, is one where every need is met and
every desire is fulfilled as mankind walks
with Him through the various paths of life!
Following God is not simply following my
idea of God; it is following Him as He
revealed Himself in the Scripture.

In fact, the Scripture tells us that one of
earliest expressions of God’s name, in the
Hebrew language means: the One who
reveals Himself by His name. If I do not
accept who God says He is as revealed by
His name, and if I do not accept the word

of His promises, and then ultimately if I do
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not accept every aspect of the provision of
the cross of Christ, I cannot claim to actu-
ally follow God! Religion has created a
concept of God as a hard taskmaster. In
direct opposition to all He has revealed
about Himself, we believe He leads us in
lack to “try” us: He wants us poor to be
humble; He robs us of joy to test our loy-
alty, etc. God is the most slandered being
to have ever existed. And most of the lies
about Him are sustained by those who
claim to give Him their devotion and loy-
alty!

In one fell swoop God showed us both
His nature and how the world should be. In
creation He manifested all His desires for
man’s provision. This was His desire for
man. This wasn’t the result of someone
praying, giving, and compelling God in
any way. He created the perfect environ-
ment for man before the first prayer was
prayed or the first inhabitant created. This
was a proactive expression of the heart of a
loving God! There was no emotional,
physical, or provisional lack. When life
was as it should be lack was not an issue.
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After the fall, when religion replaced
relationship and carnal logic outweighed
divine revelation, lack became the norm
that replaced abundance! In our ego-driven
unbelief and self-deceit we created lack,
blamed God, and then created religion to
solve the problem. Man would now seek to
pay for his failure through lack that would
ultimately purge him of his iniquity!
Through his vain imaginations man created
a problem and a cure that was all based on
delusional thinking, devoid of God’s real-
ity!

Unrighteous man was not only stuck in a
state of behavioral unrighteousness, he was
stuck in the realm of unrighteousness. In
this realm every thought as well as every
behavior deepened the state of lack on
every level. His mistrust in a benevolent,
loving, giving God has forced him to pur-
sue his need for provision and success in-
dependent of God. In fact, many theologi-
cal concepts present the idea that to walk
with God one must live in lack!

The early church was influenced by
Gnosticism, Asceticism, and various ver-
sions of mysticism. The Ascetic influence
seems to have worked its roots into the
theology of many different denominational
and non-denominational groups. Ascetics
believed that all matter is evil. From there

they extrapolate the ideas that enjoying
anything in this life is, by extension,
evil. Matter, ownership, and pleasure
must be denounced to attain spirituality.

Asceticism was addressed in the New
Testament many times. Suffering as a
means of cleansing directly opposes and
denies the finished work of Jesus. It
appeals to the ego of man and creates
one of the many derivative concepts of
works-righteousness! Ironically, denial
of self'is a New Testament doctrine. But
dying to self has nothing to do with pov-
erty, lack, and other self-imposed suffer-
ing!

It was Asceticism that fostered the
idea that marriage and sex were evil.
Over time their doctrine evolved to al-
low laity to marry but forbade priests to
marry! It was this corrupt ideology that
prompted the Apostle Paul to warn
against the doctrine of those who forbid
marrying, eating meat, and other
“earthly pleasures.” (1 Tim. 4:1-4) In
Col. 2:23 he said, These things indeed
have an appearance of wisdom in self-
imposed religion, false humility, and
neglect of the body, but are of no value
against the indulgence of the flesh.

Religion is the most clearly expressed
model of “the blind leading the blind.”
People whose personal bent, coupled
with unbelief, lent itself to this type of
thinking, vainly imagined God was lead-
ing them in their doctrines of self-
denial, suffering, testing, and poverty.
Then those with the same warped think-
ing and paralleled unbelief closed their
eyes and blindly followed! These self-
serving, self-righteous doctrines seem
fairly innocent at first, but upon closer
examination reveal a demonic plan to
keep God’s people from their heritage,
cause people to turn away from God,
limit the expansion of the Kingdom of
God, and empower the most corrupt
evils the world has ever seen!

Few things have limited the expansion
of the Kingdom of God more than /ack.
The Gospel is free but it costs a fortune
to take the Gospel to the world. The
poverty mentality that crept into the
church has choked generosity from the
hearts of believers for two millennia.
Most believers are so financially lim-
ited they are not only unable to give to
every good work; they are unwilling to
give to ANY good work!

Continued on page 10
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* Online Contributions for Impact Ministries of Canada *

In order to better serve our Canadian World Changers it is now possible for you to give online and imme-
diately download your monthly World Changer Message. Plus, purchasing all of the teaching materials
and e-books online saves you time, money, and shipping hassles. And online purchases save the ministry
thousands of dollars every year that can be applied to helping people.

Once Impact Ministries of Canada receives approval from the Canadian Charities Directorate tax receipts
can be issued for any donations received after the application date of March 13, 2009.

For us to maintain our goals of consistently bringing this message of grace, peace, faith righteousness,
and unconditional love to the nation of Canada, we ask for you to join with us as a World Changer today!

You can send your Canadian contributions to: #332, 612 - 500 Country Hills Blvd NE,-Calgary, AB T3K 5K3




TESTIMONIES

He won't brush aside the bruised and the hurt, and he won't disregard the small and insignificant, but he'll steadily and firmly
set things right. (IS 42:3, TMB)

Down But Nt Out!

Thank you so much, Dr. Richards, for your nuggets of love and wisdom. I won't go into all the details, but I recently stepped
down from pastoring a church. It has been a very lonely and degenerative time in my life. I have never experienced this de-
gree of lowness as a Christian. I don't believe in it, and I don't want it in my life. I am facing some things in my life now that
I am not strong enough for. Your encouragement on endurance and "showing up" has given me a great push in the right di-
rection.

Just recently the Lord has brought me back in touch with your ministry. While I was in Bible School, I read your book,
"Grace: The Power to Change." I consider it the best book I have ever read. I also got out of my closet a tape series about
dignity and self-worth. My Lord, Jesus!!! Why didn't I remember this series? Where has it been all my life? It has been like
living water. Nothing ever felt so helpful to hear your words, "Every conflict in your life is because of you." It hurt so good
to hear this truth. I have been blaming others my whole life and not been accountable for my actions. I knew the scripture in
Proverbs that only by pride comes contention. I just thought it was always because of other people’s pride. :0)

I am not out of my mess yet, but I am on my way thanks to your ministry. Thanks for telling me the truth that will set me
free. I love you and so appreciate your endurance to run your race. God bless you, your staff and your church.

Getting Results!

I still believe James' The Anatomy of a Miracle is the best out of over a thousand books that I've read and his latest
cd set, One with God has to be in the top 3 cds of the thousands of tapes and cds I've listened to (over a period of 35
years). His one thought of don't listen to, read, or watch anything else until you do what this cd set inspires you to
do—this is the first time I've really applied it to my life and will continue to believe God's Word is TRUE and it
applies to me and to others! In other words these taken together + a few other of his books and cds have made more
positive impact on my life than all the others combined, with the exception of a dozen or so books and cds on mar-
ketplace ministry.

Changing Lives!

We have been very blessed by your ministries. Your book, The Gospel of Peace, is one of the best books I have
ever read that could bring freedom to all in bondage of religion, sin, and guilt. It is SO the love of God speaking to
us.

I am so excited to have found your ministry. ... recommended a book that I have to say has changed my life. How
to Stop the Pain is wonderful and I have realized what truly is in my heart and how I judge without even realizing
it. Thank you so much and God Bless you for NOT compromising the Word of God.



Greating FCappy IColidays

Holidays can be a time of incredible joy or tormenting misery. For some, it
is a time of bad memories and negative feelings. For others, there is a de-
sire to make the season more spiritual and meaningful. Still others strug-
gle to find ways to meet the needs of everyone in the family. And nearly
everyone struggles with over spending. Regardless of which category you
fit into you can take absolute steps to create wonderful holidays.

Dr. Jim Richards

This series of messages has become a real turning point for hundreds. Almost immediately people started
taking steps to overcome the negative aspects of the holiday season. Join with those who have decided to
begin Creating Happy Holidays:
e Free yourself from holiday depression!

Create a holiday that the whole family enjoys!

Break out of the Christmas financial trap!

Bring more spiritual meaning to the season!

Make every gift meaningful!

Create your own family traditions!

Bring spiritual value to the season and still have Christmas fun!

“For years the Christmas holidays were tormenting. Every year | struggled with depression, frustration,
and anger. But with the help of my family and close friends and by making new decisions, | have wonder-
ful holidays and you can, too. | can't wait to share this life-changing series with you!" Jim Richards

Words of Fnowledge

Pastor Eastman Curtis: We've already had twe ef the words of fnowledge that you brought in the Tulsa meetings
medically cenfiumed!

Visitor to Impact: When you brought fexth the word abiout samecne’s ear epening it was me. J have been deaf in ane
of my eans for years. I can’t believe that ne cne had te lay hands en me for my miracle to manifest!

Julsa Jestimaony
One evening necently when Dr. Richards visited Tulsa e talled abiout the benefits of ‘follwing Jesus.” s he was
talking J had a visicn of a green, grassy path and J stauted to walk dewn it. s J walked down the path J saw Je-
sus and decided to. follow Fim (because of the benefits!) Shontly dewn the path the green grass became beautiful,
beautiful flowers! (Ut that veny moment J nealized that the back pain that J had suffered for mare than twe years
was GONE. Jt had instantly disappeared! Several weeks have passed and ne back pain has veturned! J was
HEALED INSTAN T LY!
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15% off orders $100.00—5$149.00
20% off orders $150—$199.00
25% off orders $200.00 and up!

20% off all Heart Physics Modules

We’ll gladly ship directly to friends or relatives!
Call 256.536.9402 ext. 301




Creating Fappy FHelidays

Holidays create family memories that last a lifetime. Granted, they are sometimes memories of disap-
pointment and heartbreak but sometimes they are memories of love and connection. One way or another, holi-
days always create what can become lifelong emotional experiences that are lived out year after year after
year!

Holidays contain all the factors that are required to write deep-seated beliefs on our heart. Those beliefs
can be varied; but they are absolute. The way we relate to hope can be shaped as a result of our holiday expec-
tations. As children we connect our Christmas wishes with being naughty or nice. Poverty, provision, love, ac-
ceptance, and a myriad of other core beliefs can be altered by holiday experiences. It is a time that should be
strategically planned and enjoyed. It should be an investment into a great future with wonderful memories.

Although for years I believed and had actually heard through news reports and other sources that sui-
cides increased during the holidays; that is not actually true. Crisis workers do agree, however, that holidays
can be an extremely stressful and difficult time. Loneliness, depression, financial stress, feelings of loss, and
even substance abuse can intensify during this time. Whether people commit suicide or simply struggle with
negative associations, the holidays are really tough for millions of people.

For me, the holidays served as an annual reminder of a life of disappointment and fear. Holidays at my
house always started with drinking and always ending with
fighting. Christmas morning was not when I awakened to the ful-
fillment of seasonal wishes; it was the awakening from momentary
delusional happiness to bro- ken promises.

As an adult my Christ- mas dysfunction was exacerbated by
a new and more powerful di- mension: being forced to be with peo-
ple I didn’t know or didn’t like. The hypocrisy of exchanging gifts with people for no reason other than obliga-
tion was like throwing gas on my already burning skin. It was more than I could bear!

I loved my kids and wanted them to avoid the pain of my dysfunction; so I did everything I could to co-
operate with a wife who loved Christmas and to make the holidays memorable - in a good way! No matter
what I did, or what kind of “game face” I put on, for more years than I can remember, I didn’t know what it
was like to experience the holidays apart from deep depression, unexplainable frustration, and nearly uncon-
trollable hostility.

Through the patience of my family and the continual attempts of a loving wife, I eventually awakened
to the reality that I could create the kind of holiday experiences that I wanted. I could make new traditions and
new memories for my children and grandchildren. Order Creating Happy Holidays now, in time to strategi-
cally plan a holiday season that reflects the love of God and builds a lifetime of memories that will influence
future generations!

See the ad on page 5 for information about ordering the CD series Creating Happy Holidays!







The Most Incredible Offer
We’ve Ever Made!

As I travel across the country the greatest need I see in the church today is for leaders to be fully trained with
leadership tools that really work.

There is no lack of men and women who know the Word of God and know how to flow in the gifts of the Holy
Sprit, but as so many are finding, it takes more than gifting to build and sustain a ministry.

Gifts of the Holy Spirit touch people; leaders build people; but we need both! Most people in ministry know how to
pray and get in touch with God, but they do not know how to organize. Their leadership skills cannot sustain the
opportunities their gifting creates!

Gifts of the Faly Spinit touch pecple, Loaders build pecple!

All across the country people are praying for revival; but revival that cannot be sustained will be of little value to
future generations. Many great revivals have been launched by the Spirit of God only to be quenched by poor lead-
ership skills!

The Faly Spirit stants vevivals,
paor beadenship ends them!

To meet this need Impact International School of Ministry is offering an incredible gift to your church and minis-
try! We will provide you with a scholarship for Counseling I... Absolutely Free!

Counseling 1 - Ubisclutely Free!

Yes, you heard it right! For a limited time you can take Counseling I absolutely free. Counseling I is the first
in our accredited college programs that you can take toward earning a degree or a leadership certificate.

Limited Time Offer. Don’t Wait!

Equip Yourself
To Fulfill
M Your Vision!

Want more info?

Call or email Stephanie
256-536-9402 ex 240

IISOM
Changing the way
the world sees God!

Stephanie@impactministries.com




MP3 Download Special!

Ve Gowrce of Lofe

I have spent more of my personal study
of God's Word on the heart than any
other issue. It is the condition of your
heart that determines everything about
your life. When your heart is established
you will find the consistency, the victor,
and the fulfillment you've searched for.

In this 16-message series I share the es-
sence of what I have spent more than
thirty years learning. Understanding the
heart is the missing element in ministry
and life.

160D Set

ol The Source of Lj 7

% Join us LIVE
Friday’s at 7:45 PM CST.

Watch pre-recorded

UPCOMING EVENTS!

December 6-9, 2009

Glory Oasis Fellowship
Angella Michels, Pastor
10 Raymond Ave.
Poukeepsie, NY 12603
845.485.2582

January 10 & 13, 2010

Family Bible Church
Allen & Janice Speegle, Pastors
801 Orange Ave.
Eustis, FL. 32726

Jan. 31-Feb. 5, 2010

Escape to Paradise
Playa de Carmen
Mexico

See page 11 for details!

February 20-22, 2010

Mountain High Christian Center
Ed & Mona Shirley, Pastors
Conifer, CO

Watch for Updates
& Details!

Continued from page 2

Throughout history as the church’s re-
sources diminished, welfare, education,
and many other social programs were
given over to the state. Some of our great-
est doors to present the Gospel disap-
peared. Now, even though there has been a
faith-based initiative in America, Christi-
anity has been pushed further and further
from a place of influence. And when op-
portunity to touch the world presents itself
the church is limited in its ability to re-
spond because of its desperate state of
lack. We are holding our hands out in need
to the very people who have come to us for
help! Our lack has blinded us to their need!

Besides the fact that believers
can’t finance the Gospel for other s who
are willing to go, very few believers could
actually follow God to their own destiny
because of their personal financial limita-
tions. Joehovah-Jireh is the One who gives
the power to get wealth. He is the One who
supplies every need. He is the One who
created a world without lack, told us to
pray for the world to be as it is in the king-
dom, and He will be the One who ulti-
mately restores the world to a place of
paradise with every need met.

Living Beyond Lack is a place that few
have experienced; but it is not a place for
the “precious few.” It is a realm reserved
for all who will trust and follow God into
new dimensions of living. God wants you
living in abundance. He wants your abun-
dance to permeate every aspect of your
being. He wants you to experience abun-
dance in spirit, soul, and body! He desires
to lead you down a path of how life should
be; but making this journey will require a
renewing of the mind and a willingness to
travel pathways that are new to you. Yet
you will have no reason to fear; God Him-
self will be with you; He will comfort you
and He will never leave or forsake you. It
will not be a pathway of financial gim-
micks and charlatan exploitation. It will be
a journey of personal growth, integrity, and
trust. It will be an indulgence into the
boundless love of a generous God and His
perfect provision.

This article is based on the new series
Living Beyond Lack. See page 3 for details.
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Jimmie & Sherri Bratcher, Blues Guitarist Z'/’ A
Eastman & Da“’,'l Curtis Ministries # Fun in the Sun!
in 7(17/1 del Carmen, WMeateo #R&R!

# Fellowship with Friends, old and new!
# Evenings of Worship and Ministry!

#* Refresh Yourself!

# GREAT DEAL!

Contact Frances ﬁner c;t 972-805-5100 #9, ext. 3411

When calling refer to booking # 7805

Registration fee includes hotel and meal accommodations!
Single Room - $950
Double Room - $662 per person
Triple Room - $634 per person

Children ages 2-12 - $90
(must have 2 adults in the room for a child rate to apply)

Book your flight soon. ..
You Don’t Want to Miss This!!

Morning sessions: Heart Physics with Jim Richards
Daytime Adventures:
o Swimming *Snorkeling *Sightseeing * Much More..
o Evening Session: Worship and Ministry with Guest Speakers
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Changing the Way the world sees God!
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Free World Changer Message! “Creating the Invisible You”

O YES, Jim! I want to be a World Changer! I want to Answer the

NAME: Call and Change the Way the World Sees God! Please RUSH my
ADDRESS: FREE World Changer Packet and FREE series, “When Jesus Says
) Thank You” on QCD OMP3 My monthly gift will be $
CITY: ST/PR: ZIP:
I am enclosing my monthly World Changer gift $
PHONE: ( ) Please send my Free CD Creating the Invisible You.
E-MAIL:

— [ Please send me “Living Beyond Lack.”
Is this a new email address: coYes oNo CD Sets @ $42.00 US+9$8-USS&H $

How do you prefer to receive Impact Magazine? — DVDSets@ 389.95US+$8-USS&H  §
Q US Mail QO E-Mail **Series Available to Ship 12/07/09

U I want to get better service & save the ministry

money by receiving all my information online. O PLEASE CHARGE MY CREDIT CARD UMC QVisa UDisc LJAmex

Card No. Exp. Date
Signature:

O Please contact me with information on
Impact International School of Ministry .

If you would like to order by phone please call 1-256-536-9402, ext. 301

Please send me information about how to give
f 8 * Please call for current International Shipping rates (256)536-9402

Q  online and download my World Changer Message.
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